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Thank you for your patience! 

Well, we hope you get this before the second leg. The calendar seems to 
have skipped a couple of weeks, forcing us to hold over certain items, 
including the survey results. And keep those contributions coming in. 

It will help to get SU out every five weeks instead of seven or eight. 





Thank you, that was most useful! 


lt was almost predictable. The cover of ABSW said it all. "IT'S WAR - Here we go again". 
And they're off. Once again the journos made a mad dash for the legends of '74 to ask 'em 
for the umpteenth time about the ‘trip to hell’. Predictable really, because if pushed itis 
doubtful if any of the journos would have been able to tell you jack zero. 

The media scramble for information was not unexpected, given that Iran have hardly had 
what you'd call a high profile over the past couple of years. Okay, they caused South Korea 
some embarrassment at last year's Asian Cup, but for some reason most of the journalists in 
this country took little more than a passing interest in the event. 

Journalists concerns were not helped by the unwillingness of the Iranian FA to release 
basic information on their squad. Details such as dates of birth, current clubs and the 
number of international matches played were either deemed far too sensitive to release, or 
(more likely) deliberately held due to the rumpus caused by David Hill's comments. This 
created a major headache for Oz journalists who weren't swimming in the pool in Dubai, not 
to mention the producers of the MCG match programme! 


Astonishingly, the attitude the Asian Football Confederation, was no more useful. 
Studs Up received the following blunt message from their ‘Media Officer’: 


"| regret that | cannot fax you immediately details of the players as requested as | do 
not have fhe information in hand. | shall try and get you the information at the 
soonest.” In the meantime, if you access fhe AFC web-site at www. asian-football.com 
you will find a write-up on the Iran team. 


That was on November 16, Two days AFTER the play-off in Johor Bahru, and certainly 
plenty of time to compile the information and pack it off to whoever needed it. In fact the 
AFC should explain why they don't have media information packages available anyway! 
When we approached FIFA about their thoughts on the matter we were verbally fobbed off 
with the simple explanation that we have to deal with the Iran FA. Back to square one. 

It seemed remarkable that this bureaucratic bullshit was happening, supposedly because 
of some comments from Hill that may or may not have been taken out of context, but Hill 
wasn't the lone ranger on that score, with most of the local journos happy for former 
Socceroos to recount tales of horror from 1973. 


Okay, we get the message! It was hairy-scary stuff. But there have been plenty of hostile 
appointments awaiting dozens of other nations attempting to get to France. Did Germany 
enjoy their trip to Albania? Or the USA in El Salvador? What about when [rag played Iran 
and Saudi Arabia last year? Kuwait still won't play Iraq! What will happen when Croatia play 
Yugoslavia? Which combination of African nations would you like? 

As for whining about the logistics of travel and so on, SocAus has no night to complain. 
They chose not to formerly protest to FIFA when the changes were made to the Asian 
qualifying process, and seemed quite relieved when it appeared we would be heading for 
Tokyo. Well, tough stuff. We copped Tehran, and for all the reasons pointed out in previous 
SUs, nobody should be too surprised. 


But back to the journos nightmare. Suddenly they found themselves knowing eff-all about 
a team that stood in the way of Australia's first World Cup Finals in twenty four years. 
Oh dear! The shame of it all. |t was so much eaiser in '93 when Diego and a dozen other 
superstars provided the press with volumes of details. But by this stage it was obvious that 
the AFC were going to be no help to the Australian media or Soccer Australia and FIFA 
probably still remember David Hill as that bloke that lost a vote 172-1. 

There is a wider problem in all this though, If FIFA choose not to demand federations 
release basic information, where does that leave the paying customer? 











Tunisian tune-up turns up trumps 


October 1, 1997 - Friendly international 





Tunisia 0 
Australia 3 Aurelio Vidmar 1, Mark Viduka 22, Matthew Bingley 76 
Att: 25,000? Ref: Abdessalem (Algeria?) 


The signs weren't good. The home-based players suffered a 38 hour trip to get there, 
with most of them playing just trial matches since the last Ericsson Cup season ended, 
twas Zeljko Kalac’s first competitive match for over three months. Steve Horvat was a late 
withdrawal through injury. Up against it? You bet. 

But the "Roos shocked everyone (including themselves?) when Vidmar got his head to a 
Skoko corner in the first minute to put Oz in the lead. In a way it was a simple goal, with 
Tunisian 'keeper Boubakar Zitouni coming and failing to reach the ball before Vidmar. 
Undeterred the home team pressed forward and when Kalac fumbled a low cross, Gabsi 
looked set to equalise but a defender (shoot me, | missed it!) managed to get a leg to the ball 
and concede a corner, 

After twenty-two minutes the experienced Sami Trabelsi - under no pressure - attempted 
to switch play in his own half but the pass was telegraphed to the entire stadium, including 
Aurelio Vidmar who intercepted and delayed his pass perfectly to Mark Viduka, who had 
cleverly stayed onside and proceded to finish clinically. 

Australia then proceded to have their best phase of the game, with Tunisia reeling at 0-2 
down after a quarter of the game and happy to go into damage control mode for the time 
being. Zitouni continued to look shaky at corners, but most Oz attempts on goal were 
comfortably saved. Skoko was having a great time of it in midfield, setting up Aliosi for a 
shot and then trying one himself, One area of concern for Oz was Robbie Hooker on the left 
side who was having trouble with Gabsi and Beya, but generally Kalac was untroubled and 
Badra's bicycle kick from 18 yards was the home side's best moment for maybe twenly 
minutes. 


Having safely arrived at the break only two goals down, Tunisia made four changes and 
their workrate instantly increased, with substitute Sami Laarouissi almost immediately 
missing a golden chance from 10 metres after good work down the right by Thabet. 

Ben Slimane missed an open goal after Skander Souayah had walized through the centre of 
the Oz defence and suddenly Australia didn't look so comfortable. Trabelsi headed over 
from a corner then Kalac made a meal of an easy collect but recovered to smother the 
rebound. Laarouissi went one-on-one with Kalac but flicked the ball wide of the post from 
the edge of the penalty area. Then, against the run of play, Milan Ivanovic took off on one of 
those searching runs through the centre circle and released a beautiful pass to set Harry 
Kewell free. His shot wasn't held by the ‘keeper (when perhaps it should have been) and 
Matthew Bingley was first to the rebound to fire into an empty net. 3-0 after 76 minutes. 

To the home side's credit they continued to go forward. Laarouissi headed over again 
and then with six minutes remaining Tunisia were awarded an iffy penalty. Gabsi broke 
away down the left hand side and his chip cross was (inadvertantly?) handied by Tobin. 
Souayah had the chance to give the scoreboard a more realistic look but his weak spot kick 
dribbled wide of the left hand post. 


While the final score carried a slightly distorted look there was no doubt that Australia was 
the better team and the hosts will have to seriously reconsider their ambitions for June next 
year. They had entered this friendly with a high degree of confidence, given that they 
qualified comfortably for France and their club sides were all locking good to reach the finals 
of the African club competitions, a significant point given that the bulk of the national squad 
is Made up of Esperance, Club Africain and Etoile du Sahel players. 





Tel's Tehran terror turns to tied triumph 


November 22, 1997 - World Cup | 





Iran 1 Khododad Azizi 40 
Australia 1 Harry Kewell 19 
Att approx. 128,000 men and two women. Ref: Pierluigi Pairetto (Italy) 


One thing must be said. The bulk of Australian soccer fans were in no doubt that one 
successful friendly intermational was insufficient preparation for the most important game 
since 1993. This is not surprising. But, like it or not, that is what we were stuck with and 
due to the lack of get-togethers (when the European programs were cancelled) we had to 
rely on the professionalism of the individual players to gel 'on the day’ to ensure Australia 
achieved the desired result. 

The feelings of trepidation weren't helped by the constant reminder of the atmosphere in 
Tehran for the 1973 clash, but of greater concern was the sudden decision by FIFA to award 
an amnesty to Iranian players who should have been suspended. That, combined with the 
Iranian reaction to David Hill's comments, gave the match even more spice, and as the huge 
crowd recited prayers prior to the kick-off it would have been understandable if every 
Socceroo felt the goosebumps. 


Full marks to the players then, who proceded to have the best of the opening twenty 
minutes and fully deserved their 1-0 lead. Zelic had gone close with a free kick and Viduka 
also had a great chance but he atoned when he yolleyed off a beautiful pass into the path of 
Harry Kewell who took one touch with his right foot and lashed a left foot shot past the 
exposed Abadzadeh, The silence was deafening. 


lt was almost too much to believe. Nobody could remember the last time Iran had been 
defeated at home, but here was Australia, ready to bury Iran before the end of the first leg. 
Well, it was too much to believe, and Iran - aided by Australia dropping back into their own 
half - stepped up a couple of gears and it was no real surprise when the match was tied up 
before the break. Azizi finished off some great work by Mahdavikia, who had chested down 
an astute pass and whipped the ball across the front of the six yard box. The goal was full 
reward for Iran's comeback, with Ali Daei earlier looking certain to score when he flicked up 
Azizi's cross and unleashed a spectacular scissor kick volley which Bosnich did brilliantly to 
parry low down to his right. Bosnich was called upon again eight minutes later when 
Mahdavikia's dipping shot required a hand to knock it up and on to the top of the bar. 


The second half wasn't one-way traffic but Iran will feel a little peeved they couldn't get a 
winner. Bosnich was at it again two minutes after the break when he pushed a Daei header 
over the bar, then Tobin copped a yellow card for a bodycheck on the same player. 
shahroudi, the dangerous left-sided player, was also keen to try his luck from long distance, 
but clearly had his wrong shooting boots on. Iran continued to pour on the pressure and 
Australia seemed unable to put more than two passes together, but the defence was simply 
magnificent with Tobin, Moore and Horvat all producing last ditch tackles when it mattered. 

On the negative side, Robbie Slater will be disappointed at not making greater inroads 
down the right and Tony Vidmar lived dangerously after being booked in the first half for a 
needless foul. Australia’s midfield was also disappointing after the first half an hour or so, 
with Zelic drifting in and out of the game and Aurelio Vidmar eventually substituted, but 
mention must go to Craig Foster who kept Mansourian out of the headlines and in fact 
waved goodbye to him with twenty-five minutes left on the clock. As for the strikers, a 
marvellous effort given the (overall) lack of quality ball, Oh, and thanks George Graham, 


In summary, a gritty performance tinged with enough class to suggest the second leg 
could be a genuine classic. lran will play much better on a decent surface, but so will Oz 
and with 90,000 fans supporting the home team, France is finally within touching distance. 


Know your enemy? 


It's one of the great catchcries of war. But when it came to studying the form of the 
Asian World Cup hopefuls it was pretty much a lost cause. The local print media either 
didn't know what was happening or didn't care, while the electronic media were simply 
indifferent to the whole process and showed bugger all interest until the final play-off in 
Kuala Lumpur. 

SBS aside, of course. Once again they came to the rescue showing a few glimpses of 
highlights each Monday night on World Sports and then devoting increasingly larger slabs 
of discussion time to the qualifiers during 'On the Ball’. Sadly, the level of discussion by the 
various panelists only served to highlight their ignorance of football in that region. If the 
Purpose of a panel is to educate the public, they failed dismally. 

But the picture was far different for those with pay television, with ESPN, CNN and the 
various other overseas news networks showing highlights of almost all the matches while 
subscribers to the Arabic network could tune in to the Middie East matches live. A truly 
bizarre experience and it reminded some people of listening to the last World Cup on ethnic 
radio. To hear a Brazil match on Spanish radio is simply insane! Try it next June. 


But back to Asia. And if you lived the life of a hermit and refused to discuss anything 
except Uzbeki injuries and Saudi suspensions you had half a chance to trying to keep up 
with it all. To all those who supplied information to SU over the past couple of months - 
thank you very much and we hope we don't have to do it all again for at least another four 
years, 


In no particular order we would like to acknowledge the following people and 
organisations that made the following compilation possible. 
A&C, ABSW, Arabic Radio & Television, BSW, CNN, France Foatball, |i Globo, SKY, Optus 
Vision, Foxtel, SBS, Sport 927, 3AW, World Soccer. 


Round One - A slow start... 

Well, we tried. But even getting the scorers of World Cup qualifiers proved to be an 
insurmountable hurdle. Thank god Iran broke the World Cup qualifying scoring record in 
their opening match otherwise we'd have seen nothing. Even that little saga wasn't without 
controversy. Some reports on the road from Damascus suggested Karim Bagheri scored 
SEVEN of the goals, which would be enough to equal Gary Cole's effort in 1981, but the 
jury decided on five. SU has managed to score video footage of the seventeen goal haul, 
but the evidence in a couple of cases is inconclusive. If anyone wants to have a go one 
day, drop in, Any further details on the Canada friendly would also be appreciated. 


Jun2 (Damascus) WCq Maldives 17-0 Karim Bagheri (5), Hamid Rezi Estili (4), 
Ali Daei (3), Knodadad Azizi (2), 
Reza Shahroudi, Mehrzad Menavind, 
Medhi Mahdavikia 
Jun4 (Damascus) WCq Kyrgyzstan 7-0 Kanm Bagheri 34, 53, Ferhad Majedi 70, 89, 
Ali Daei 58, Mehrzad Menavind 77, 


Mosa Devi 84 
Jun6 (Damascus) WCq Syria 1-0 
Jun9 (Tehran) WCq_ Kyrgyzstan 3-1 Khodadad Azizi 3, 79, Karim Bagheri 52 
Jun 41 (Tehran) WCq Maldives 9-0 Alireza Mansourian 15, 45, 


Karim Bagheri 22, 39, Ali Daei 33, 44, 
Mehdi Mahdavikia 35, Reza Shahroudi 68, 
Khodadad Azizi 88 
Jun 13 (Tehran) 
9? (Toronto) 


WCq Syria 2-2 
friendly Canada 1-0 Karim Bagheri pen 








Seconds out - Round 2 

And the complaints begin in earnest, with a number of letters arriving both here 
and at ABSW about the lack of coverage of the Asian qualifiers. Okay, try this lot for 
size. And remember, nobody's perfect! 


Sep 13 (in Dalian) 
China 2 Fan Zhiyi 43pen, Li Ming 54 
Iran 4 Karim Bagheri 61pen, Mehdi Mahdavikia 68, 84, 

Ali Asghar Modirrousta 86 
Att: 40,000. A quiet first half was forgotten once Li Ming scored with a brilliant right foot 
volley after a deep early cross from the left. Baghen reduced the deficit from the spot but 
then Mahdavikia took over, first wilh a mazy dribble through the defence and a shot from 
fifteen metres, then an even more spectacular effort, a thirty metre blast from wide out. 
China's defence coninbuted to Iran's fourth when goalkeeper Ou Chuliang smacked an 
attempted clearance into the back of a fellow defender. The ball fell to Modirrousta who 
slammed it home from 12 metres. 


Sep 19 (in Tehran) 

lran 1 Karim Bagheri 63 

Saudi Arabia 1 Ibrahim al-Swayed 35 

Ait: 170,000. Ref: Okada (Jap). iran should have taken the lead in the first half when 
Modirrousta was brought down inside the box, but Bagheri's firmly struck penalty was 
brilliantly saved by Mohammed Al Daeyea, The Saudis took the lead against the run of play 
when a ball from Abdullah Al Ghani was placed first time by al-Swayed into the opposite 
corner of the goal, The Iranian ‘keeper barely moved. The hosts' equaliser came when a 
shot from inside the box by Peyroyani was trapped by Baghen who pivoted and shot all in 
one movement. Johnny Warren reckons ran should have won by five goals. 


sep 26 (in Kuwait Ci 
Kuwait 1 Jassem al-Houaidi 20 

Iran 1 Karim Bagheri 90 

After drawing at home to Saud/ Arabia a week earlier jran was eager to recapture fhe form 
that had taken it to the top of the group. Yet after only twenty minutes they were rocked by 
@ goal from Jassem al-Houaidi. The Iranians struggled to assert their undoubted class over 
a resolute Kuwaiti side that was fighting for its own World Cup future. It was left to star 
midfielder Kanm Baghen to rescue /ran from a disastrous defeat by scoring in the last 
minute. Two wins in their next two games - both at hame - would see them well on their 
way fo France. (As you can tell, we saw bugger all highlights, but we thought we'd throw in 
a BSW third division type match report anyway!) 


Oct 3 (in Teheran) 

Iran 3 Ali Daei 34, Karim Bagheri 45, 58 

Qatar 0 

Aft: 80,000. Nearly everyone in the stadium waved an Iranian flag and the team responded 
by bearing down on the Qatar goal from the kick-off. Mansourian was causing havoc for 
lran and he set up the opening goal, pulling back the ball from the goalline for Ali Daei to 
hammer home from 10 metres. Qatar had a chance to equalise when their number 12 
missed an exposed goal from 75 metres, but Baghen made another trademark late run into 
the box to convert from 10 metres following good work down the night wing. Qatar's ‘keeper 
was stretchered off early in the second half and his replacement's first task was fo pick the 
ball out of the back of the net. There was a touch of luck about it though, with Bagheri 
latching on to a loose clearance on the 18 yard line, and his shot taking a heavy deflection 
and loaping into the net. Iran dominated the maich and should have scored more, while 
Qatar gave no indication whatsoever of the form reversal just around the corner. 








Oct.17 (in Teheran) 
Iran 4 Ali Reza Mansourian 3, Ali Asghar Modirrousta 44, Karim Bagheri 64, 

Ali Daei 68 
China 1 Yi Jun 66 
Att: 100,00. China entered the match full of spint after winning in Kuwait the previous week 
and were especially determined to atone for the loss in Dalian five weeks eanier. 
But the result was never in doubt once Mansounan put the home side ahead with a right 
foot shot after a nice flick on from Alf Daei. China looked to set to go to the break just one 
goal down, bul their goalkeeper made a real hash of a long ball from the halfway line and 
Modirrousta stroked the ball into an unguarded net from the edge of the Dox. 
The second half followed the pattern of the first, with Baghen making it 3-0 after chesting 
down a delicafe chip fram Mahdavikia. Ali Daei completed the romp when put through 
unmarked, firing a left foot rocket past {he keeper at his near post. Iran conceded a Jate 
consolation, a real rocket from Yi Jun, but they were in peak form heading into the following 
week's crunch game in Riyadh. The week off had freshened them up for the home game 
against China and they were ready for the big one. 


Oct 24 (in Riyadh) 

Saudi Arabia 1 Khaled Masaad 89 

lran O 

Alt: 60,000. With Qatar defeating Kuwait it suddenly meant Iran would qualify for France if 
they beat the Saudis. fran had the better of the first ten minutes with Ali Daei cutting inside 
from the left and finng just wide and Karim Baghen also shooting just wide after Daej had 
been fouled on the edge of the box. The Saudis hit back with Khaled Masaad forcing 
Iranian ‘keeper Abedzadef to push the ball on to the post with Fahad Mahalel/ blasting the 
rebound over the bar from close range. Mahalel almost opened the scoring on the stroke of 
half time when a long ball gave him a sniff of goal but some excellent covering defence 
snuffed out the chance, 

The match turned the home team's way when Ostadasad/ was sent off for a crude body 
check on al-Temawi with 23 minuies remaining. He had already been booked in the first 
half fora bad tackle. The Jast fifteen minutes were frantic as al-Temawi had a great chance 
then Mahdavikia went close at the other end. Ali Daei had two efforts comfortably saved, 
then with one minute to go al-Swayed burst down the nght flank to the goalline and cut the 
ball back across the six yard box, It got a slight touch off a Saudi forward and ran through 
to an unmarked Masaad who burned it from six metres. 

Considering what was at stake it was a pretty poor game wilh lots of stray passes and very 
few in the final third of the field finding their target. More vigilant officials would have seen 
at jeast a dozen foul throws penalised, and the crossing of both teams was of a generally 
poor quality. 


Oct 31 (in Tehran 


Iran O 

Kuwait 0 

Att: 100,000. A tempestuous affair with seven bookings and few clear-cut chances, but 
rarely can a first half be dominated by one team as Iran did in this match. Kuwait were 
simply unable to setile and struggled to maintain possession as Iran piled forward. 
Shahroudi hit a post with a halfvolley from 25m while Kuwaiti ‘keeper Khaled Al-Fadhli 
saved well at close range fram Khodadad Azizi. Plenty of stoppages for injunes and acting 
and Iran's Khakpour was Jucky nof to be sent off deep into injury time when he stomped on 
a prostrate Al-Khudan, having already been booked for a bad foul after five minutes. The 
first half comer count was approximately 10-1 in favour of Iran. 








Khakpour should definitely have been sent off when he body-checked another Kuwaiti 
player early in the second half, but Iran pressed on and Baghen forced a great save from 
Al-Fadhli with a powerful shot from 18 metres. Mahdavikia went one-on-one with the 
‘keeper but was foiled by a great lunging tackle by Abdulrahman. Ali Daei went within 
inches via a free kick after being hauled dawn on the edge of the box, but the best chance 
fell to Baghen who was unmarked at the back post. Somehow he screwed the ball wide 
from three metres out. 

Kuwait could have stolen the points in the final minute with a one-one-one after (heir 
number 11 had dribbled through the lran defence but he overran the ball before he could 
shoot. The match ended appropnately with Shahroudi again shooting wide. fran could 
have sewn up a play-off spot at least, but a bad day in front of goal and some indiscriminate 
long range shooting contributed to a blank scoresheet. 


Nov 7 (in Doha) 
Qatar 2 Mohammed Salem Al Enazi 35, 80 


lran 0 

Att 22,000. Ref: Elizondo (Argentina). Once again Iran found themselves in the position 
where a win meant a trip to France. Once again they failed to score. Al Enazi caused the 
iran defence countless problems with his direct syle and he opened the scoring ten minutes 
before half time, nodding in a deep cross from the left. He aid well to escape his marker but 
the keeper's hesitation contributed to the goal. The match was a tough one, with plenty of 
heavy tackles (particularly on Baghen) and a bit of niggly stuff as well, resulting in a number 
of first half bookings, including a vital one for Azizi for charging. Sadly, good scoring 
opportunities were rare. 

The second half was much better, with the visitors stepping up a gear alfhough their 
intricate passing movements in midfield drew some heavy attention, with Younes Adam 
very lucky not to be red carded for a horrendous challenge from behind. While Iran piled 
men forward in search of the equaliser, Qatar made a couple of dangerous breaks where Al 
Enazi and Abdul Aziz Hassan will both be disappointed not to have scored af Jeast one 
each. While fran dominated possession they created few genuine chances and Al Enazi 
put them out of their misery with a marvellous shot from 18 metres to finish off a typical 
counter attack. |ran'sfrustration boiled over with Baghen receiving a red card for an off the 
ball incident, and when they did get the ball in the net with two minutes to go if was 
disallowed for a pretty obvious charge on the keeper. Another cunous incident involved 
Shahroudi, who was quickly substituted before the referee could investigate why a Qatar 
player was honzontal behind play. Well, that's the way it looked on the telly..... 

The Qatar defensive formation was non-existant at times but the defensive work of Darwish, 
Obaidli and Adam was crucial to the win. [ran won plenty of corners but could do /ittle with 
them, poor delivery being a key factor. 

The loss led to astonishing scenes in Tehran with over fifty members of parliament calling 
for the resignation of vice-president Mustafa Hashemi Taba, who doubles up as head of the 
Physical Education Organisation. No further news on that one, but coach Mohammed 
Mayeli-Kohan and his assistants were fired and little-known Brazilian Valdeir Vierra taking 
over for whatever lie ahead. Central to the oufcome was the Qatar v Saudi Arabia game, 
where a draw would see /ran qualify for the finals anyway! 


Nov 12 (at Doha 
Qatar 0 


Saudi Arabia 1 Shahrani 63 

Ref Nielsen (Denmark). The wet conditions didn't exactly suit either side bul the rubbish 
these fwo sides dished up was not quite fit for worldwide consumption, Too often the 
passes were underhit (some of ‘em were real hospital matenal) and if the referee hadn't 
been quite so jenient there's a chance it would have finished ten against nine, 








But it was a real winner take all affair and in the end you'd have to say the Saudis 
expenence in the BIG Asian matches was the telling factor. Sure, there was plenty of 
urgency and rugged tackling and it was certainly tense stuff, but the number of unforced 
errors made us wish - just fora moment - that we'd like to play the Saudis. Until the Saudis 
fook the lead it seemed Qatar could be heading to France, with Al-Enazi again the main 
threat but Abdulaziz Hassan also looking a class player. Once the visitors took the lead 
however they closed the game down perfectly and Qatar got only the one half-sniff in the 
final half hour. Sami Al-Jaber should have doubled the lead but generally the Saudis were 
happy to soak it up and they did it perfectly. 


Final standings Home Away 

Wo > aF A WA" sie F A Pts 
Saudi Arabia 3 1 0 5 2 4 4 2 3 4 14 
Iran 2 2 0 8 2 1 q 2 5 6 12 
China 2 0 2 6 7 1 2 1 5 7 41 
Qatar 4 1 2 3 4 2 0 2 4 41 
Kuwait : ’ 2 4 5 1 | 2? 3 3 8 






Japan 3 Masashi Nakayama 39, Shoji Jo 75, Masayuki Okano 119 

Iran 2 Khodadad Azizi 46, Ali Daei 59 

Att: 25,0007 Ref Manuel Diaz Vega (Spain). For the third time Iran was ninety minutes 
from France. li took a golden goal, but iran by now had enhanced their reputation as 
chokers. Okano's winner one minute from the end of extra time would not have been 
necessary if Ali Daei had converted fram inside the six yard box just a minute earlier. but 
Japan deserved to win and showed the greater enteronse during extra time. 

Within a minute of the opening kick-off it was obvious it was going to be some game, 
with Ostadasad! heading in an own goal but having it disallowed for offside! Mahdavikia hit 
a post before Nakayama opened the scoring, converting a great pass from Nakata, and 
Japan went to the break holding on to the slenderlead, But Azizi stole in at the back post 
fo hit home a rebound following an Ali Daei shot, and when Daei rose high fo head home a 
beautifully flighted cross from Mahdivikia Japan looked destined to visit Australia. The 
maich was fumed on its head again when substitute Shoji Jo headed his side's equaliser 
and later bumped |ran's goalkeeper Abadzadeh into a goalpost to edge the match Japan's 
way as {he teams lined up for extra time. 

Jo should have scared with a free header from eight metres, ditto for Okano who tried to 
set up a teammate when faced with just Abadzadeh to beat. The best chance during the 
golden goal penod fell to All Daei who made a complete hash of a close range effort with 
two minutes left on the clock, and just when the match seemed certain to end in a shoot- 
ouf, Okano popped up to bury a rebound afer an obviously restncled Abadzedah couldn't 
contro! a Jong range effort. 

For the fourth time in as many games Iran ran out of steam in the last twenty minutes or 
so, yet they continue to be dangerous on the counter atfack, with Ali Daei in particular 
capable of some long range specials if given time to take aim. 


So, who the hell are they? 


Okay, you've seen 'em on the telly once or twice, but are they doing what they normally do? 
SU provides a layman's guide (excuse the spelling...) 


AHMED REZA ABADZADEH - Solid goalkeeper with high balls and fearless when it comes 
to one-on-ones. Should have been suspended for the first leg in Tehran. 
NIMA NIKISA - First choice keeper at 1996 Asian Cup who was outstanding against Iraq. 





MOHAMMAD KHAKPOUR - Typically rugged Iranian central defender who is not afraid to 
mix it. Another who should have been suspended for the first leq. 

MOHAMMAD ALI PEYROYANI - Sweeper/ central defender. Comfortable on the ball and 
dangerous when coming forward. 

ALI AKBAR OSTADASADI - Central defender with a remarkable resemblance to the Iron 
Sheik. Another Iranian in the 'rugged' mould. Overlooked for the first leg in Teheran. 
suspended earlier in the qualifiers, and with Iran looking to close Oz down in Melbourne 
could see action if Iran need extra 'bite' at the back. We are hesitant to use the word ‘thug’, 
after all, there have been enough diplomatic problems with this play-off... 

MEHD! MAHDAVIKIA - Right back who loves to attack. Scored two brillant goals against 
China in September. Dangerous crosser when given time and space. Regular corner taker, 
but often fails to get past the front post. 

MOHSEN GAROSI - Born 1958. He was a member of the 1992 Indoor team under 
Mohammed Mayeli-Kohan but has struggled to command a reqular spot in the outdoor line- 
up. Still considered to be one of |ran's most dangerous attacking weapons coming when he 
is on song. 


KARIM BAGHERI - Midfield general who dictates the pace of the game. Good dribbler with 
a fine shot. One of the reasons Pirouzi did so well in Asian club competitions a few years 
ago. Has missed the last two matches through suspension following an off the ball incident 
against Qatar. If Iran are to qualify for France, Bagheri will be a key reason why. 

AL! ASGHAR MODIRROUSTA - Born 25 July 1968. Energetic midfielder who is usually 
involved in key build-ups, Member of lran's indoor team at 1992 World Indoor 
Championships. 

ALIREZA MANSOURIAN - Midfielder who generally plays on the left but is capable of 
switching flanks. Loves to take on defenders and cut the ball back. Has had an excellent 
World Cup qualifying campaign and is one to watch, Well shackled by Foster in first leg. 
REZA SHAHRODI - Left sided midfielder with a good cross. Missed the Japan match 
through suspension. A questionable temperament makes him one to watch. Substituted 
very quickly against Qatar when a player went down behind play. Not that we're suggesting 
anything, of course! 

MEHRDAD MINAVAND - Regular at the Asian Cup Finals but on the fringe during the 
current campaign. Loves to shoot fram around the box and, like Mansourian, is happy to 
take on opponents. 

MAJID NAMJOU MOTIAGH - Drafted in as replacement for Bagheri but made little impact 
compared to the Iran captain's recent displays. 

MEHDI! PASHAR - Looks an accomplished player on the only viewing we've had. 


ALI DAEI - The current superstar of Iranian football. Tall powerful centre forward with a 
good leap and fine shot. Has run amok in the past against weak opposition but also has a 
good record against the top Asian nations, scoring eight goals at last years Asian Cup 
Finals after scoring twelve in six qualifying matches! A real confidence player, and when he 
is on form is prepared to shoot from literally anywhere. Outstanding effort in first leg 
considering he and Azizi flew back to from Malaysia via Germany for midweek matches. 
KHODADAD AZIZI - Asian Footballer of the Year and Best Player at the 1996 Asian Cup 
Finals, a very quick winger with great dribbling ability. A key factor in Pirouzi's progress in 
last years Asian Champions Cup. Another FIFA amnesty recipient, but one of the few 
genuine matchwinners in the squad and must be treated with utmost respect. 

HAMID REZ! ESTILI - Squad member in the 1993 WC campaign but since then has 
cemented a regular spot in the national side, operating mostly as an attacking midfielder but 
seems to operate best when floating between midfield and attack. Think of what Aurelio 
does for Oz and apply appropriate translation. 








Let's have a blah, blah, blah - Part 1 


For those of you who may not have discovered the merits of cable T,V., we thought we'd 
transcribe some of the stuff we're seeing. Now obviously we can't print the whole shoebox, 
but we have certainly done our very best to ensure that none of the comments have been 
taken out of context. With that in mind, allow us to introduce the cast.... 


Robert Wheatley - Host of Optus Vision's ‘Kick-Off program. Screened weekly. Similar to 
what 'On the Ball’ used to be like a couple of years back 

Paul Wade - New recruit this season, moving up to 2IC in place of Salman Rushdie 
lookalike, Berti Mariani 

Simon Konstantinidis - Guest number one - Head honcho at UTS Olympic 

Tony Labbozzetta - Guest number two - Head honcho at Marconi Fairfield 


ACT I. 

Scene 1, Optus Vision studios. Nobody wants to come out and say it but there is a huge 
rumour around of a ten team ‘franchise’ conpetition next season, and only two clubs from 
Sydney are likely, With the Northern Spirit consortium appearing to have Hill's approval, 
there are some nervous men getting around in Sydney at the moment... 

Paul Wade ts just finishing his response to a suggestion that the crowds have generally been 
disappointing this season. 





a ae supporters love the game, They're always going to get disenchanted with what 
goes on regarding the politics, but eventually they'll come back and | think they'll come back 
in number. We've just got to be a little bit patient - at this time. 

RW: Well Simon, that's not the case with UTS Olympic is it? They had a bold move this 
year to new headquarters, what's going wrong? 

SK: Weill there's a number of things. Firstly, certainly the move to the (Sydney) Football 
stadium. We expected an initial reaction against our move there because of the err possible 
parking problems that some of our followers and fans are expenencing, together with our not- 
foo-impressive form in the start of the Waratah and certainly the start of the Ericsson Cup 
season, but | think that the team which has been beset by some of the most horrific injuries 
and player loss - something that we've never had before - | think that once the team 
becomes cohesive on the park and we have a full and stable squad and the results come, | 
believe that things will turn around and change. 


RW: We'll talk more about that squad later but Tony Labbozzetta, you've been there since 
day one and really in the 22 year history of the league Marconi's soccer activities have really 
only made a profit once. Is that an incentive for clubs as a business, to get a return? 

TL: Well not necessanly Robbie but | think that it's important that soccer is a game of 
passion, it's a game where a lot of people who've put investments in there derive benefits in 
different ways. | think thal the supporter base here in Australia has improved somewhat but 
there is a lot more that needs to be done, We've gone through different facets of the game in 
ferms of structure, in terms of somehow getting facilities betier and these changes have 
improved somewhat but now we've gotta go to the next stage and that is... 


RW: Well no-one disputes that you've got a very, very strong structure there but what 
about the return on the investment’? Are you happy and why do people keep lining up to join 
the National Soccer League? 


Ed note: Okay folks, are you ready for this... 








TL: \Well, so far the people that have joined, err, haven't been really encouraging. | mean 
we've got to be patient and see whether we are really going to be successful with these new 
clubs. | think to say that there is people lining up, yes, there is a great deal of inferest and I'm 
happy to see that there is thal interest for people that want to come into the game, but | think 
that caution has to somehow be put into place and we've got to look af what has happened 
and what is happening and there is a reluctance in some of the areas in particular with same 
of the clubs and in particular with some of the new people that want to come into this soccer 
fratemity and | think that we need to do a lot of homework within ourselves as clubs indeed 
and as a structure and indeed Soccer Australia needs to look at it very cautiously and give 
the options that are, aah, sort of, aah, solid and opportunity for these people to enter into 
this... (Ed note: Yep, don't you worry about that, Tony.) 


RW: Simon, out of the four proposals that are on the table which one are you going to 
embrace? 

SK: Well the board is recommending to our members, and we're meeting this week, on 
Sunday in fact, we will be recommending the Eastern Suburbs proposal as a proposal which 
is going to provide financial stability for UTS Olympic... 

RW: The Rivkin one won't provide that? 

SK: Well, it's a question of philosophy in so far as what we believe are in the interest of 
our members. Certainly any proposal which is going to inject capital to our club is a proposal 

worthy of consideration. The question for our members is ; Which one of the four proposals 13 | 
on the table is one which is more beneficial fo our members, more of what our members seek 

to have...? 

weeseaasca RENO ABION) ccceisissecatvee 

RW: Simon, are we providing value for the sponsors who are really 'shelling out’ good 

money, do they get a good return for that? 

SK: I think they do, not forgetting that soccer in Australia is still not a mainstream sport, | 

think we are getting there and / think that, | think that the sponsors are getting value for their 

money, of course we can do a lot to improve it but | think itil come and ( think itll come very 

soon. 





Scene 2. Optus Vision studios. Later that evening, and nobody it willing to spill the beans 
yet, but just wait for the flurry of accusations and counter-accusations if Australia qualifies for 
France and SocAus are casiied tp... 


RW: What do we have to improve Tony? | mean you"ve been there and you know that 
people are looking for improvement all the time. ‘You believe there's got to be another level 
of strategic planning. 

TL: Well there's no doubt about it and in fact we are talking about it now, the clubs have 
met and we're addressing this issue of the ‘Strategic Plan’, and we will be meeting with 
Soccer Australia to address this issue collectively and see when we should go to the next 
stage... 

RW: Are the clubs meeting in isolation too then? Are they working in harmony or working 
separately? 

tp ie ! think that the clubs are currently entrusted the running of the league itself into a 
sub-commitiee which is the executive commiltee of the league, we in turn have been given 
the mandate to address this issue with Soccer Australia and then we'll do that, | think it's 
important for both organisations to sit down and address it because | think that this is the 
next stage that will address the very important issues of whether we go to the next big step 
or whether we just become stagnant and we don't go nowhere. So | think that we should 
meet and discuss these issues. 











RW:  ...more specifically with the leaque itself, what specific things do you think that they 
need to do to assist the clubs? 

TL: Well the financial viability of the clubs themselves is extremely (leans forward 
animatedly, straining for the right word) touchy at the moment. This is nothing new by the 
way but more so in some ciubs. The reality is that we need to have the funds and as Paul 
nghtly pointed out, if you don't have the funds, you are not able to project yourself and get 
yourself info a structure where you can then start serving the sponsors, serving the 
marketing strategies. New people are coming into the game that are prepared to put money 
in and prepare the infrastructure in a manner thal it deserves to be and then we will go to 
the next stage, | mean this is what it's all about. Money is important, strategic planning is 
important, secunty of tenure is very, very important because if you're going to put money 
into the game, you want to know what you're getting into, you want to be able to know that 
your're not going to have the goalposts changed at the end of the season or at the 
beginning or halfway because of one reason or another, and these are very important 
issues... 


RW: .... some time ago you said that you didn't want to get too far ahead of the rest of the 
clubs, certainly some have overtaken Marconi... 

TL: (shifting forward) In what way? 

RW: In terms of the promotion, that Paul was talking about, crowd-pulling, not maybe in 
terms of facilities but in several aspects already... 

TL: / don't wish to be entical of the other clubs because | think they ought to be 
commended for the effarts that they're putting in but Club Marconi is (second) to none. 

[ fhink we do a greaf deal of promotions at our club, we have our crowds which are not 
really by, big in certain terms, but last week we were the top-drawing club in the league, so 
we're not err... 

RVV: No Perth at home and with other clubs... 

TL: Okay, so really Perth was the only one that wasn't at home so...Perth is a very unique 
situation, they're in their second term and they've been starving with soccer in Perth and | 
think that what Nick Tana has done is tremendous and it's great for fhe league as a whole... 


- seers iuts (and later).............- 


RW: Simon what about, talking about starving, what about UTS Olympic, are they the 
nomads or what is their base going to be in future? 

SK: Weill we're trying to find our feet and the only way we can find our feet Robbie, is if 
we can find some financial stability. | think we moved to Belmore in the hope that we can 
marry up' with the Canterbury Bulldogs. That didn't eventuaie. We then had the various 
Sulfors' who were interested jn acquiring, a control, a financial interest in the club and | think 
that not withstanaing the fact that we may have moved grounds, that is homegrounds, 2 or 
3 times, | think that once we find our financial partners, so to speak, | think we'll be able to 
settle and achieve the club's potential that we all hope and trust will happen. 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition 
Okay foks it's time for a bit of, um, housekeeping as Kyle used to say. We're rounding 
the home turn and the leader has shot away after being the only tipster to select Iran as 
Australia's opponent, but congratulations also to Bhupinder Rai who was involved in a play- 
off after the three-way tie in Round 17. The autographed programmes are on the way... 
Round 19 features the Confederations Cup. Just pick the winner. 10 pts for first, 6 for 
second, 3 for either semi-finalist. Entries to the usual address by December 12 please. 


The Leaderboard 
Rd 17: WYC ‘97 Rd 18: 4th Asia Rd19: Confed. TOTAL 
Kevin Christopher (88) Ghana/Brazil (6) Iran (20) Brazil 114 
Bhupinder Rai (71) Argentina/Brazil (20) Saudi Arabia (6) 97 
Lance Librandi (64) Spain/England (0) Japan (12) 76 
Anthony Fensom (64) = Brazil/Ghana (6) UAE (0) 70 
Harry Georgiadis (57) Brazil/Ghana (0) Japan (12) Brazil 69 
Graham Creed (64) Brazil/Argentina (0) UAE (0) 64 
Anthony Clarke (39) Argentina/Brazil (20) Kuwait (0) 59 


Get the Book out! 


Yellow card to UTS Olympic for what we believe is their policy on car parking at the Sydney 
Football Stadium for the opening round of the Ericsson Cup. Some of the journos (gold 
pass holders) were understandably miffed when asked for $7 at the gate, but imagine the 
surprise when some of the players were asked for cash!! Investigations revealed that it 
certainly wasn't the policy of the SFS. Over to you UTSO.... 


Yellow card to Optus Vision. The idea of charging 320 for subscribers to see all the Asian 
World Cup qualfiers ‘live! on Arabic TV is a brilliant move, even if it means sitting up until all 
hours (or setting the VCR) for the Middle East matches. But to NOT show a significant 
number of the advertised matches, and have no apology either on channel 45 (Arab) or the 
‘update’ channel is pure ignorance of the frustration felt by those who actually sit up all night 
in hope. And when you ring'em up? No answers. No call-backs. Ah, well. We're addicts. 
We'll grudgingly pay again next time... 


And we'll throw the rest of this month's cards at those responsible for this near-miss. 

Studs Up has often given the administrators a serve when it comes to match scheduling, 
but the decision to transfer the round two clash between Sydney United and Carlton just 
about takes the cake. Sydney Utd were origainily due to host the game on the Friday night 
at Parramatta Stadium but were happy to play the match at Optus Oval when Parramatta 
suddenly became ‘unavailable’, although that wasnt exactly the appropriate term. 


looking to have as many home games as possible scheduled for January, when a quest 5 


It appears that Parramatta Stadium simply wasn't booked, and Sydney United were just 
player or two could well boost attendances. After all, if you're going to splash out a few 


bucks on a quest player to attract supporters it may as well be at home, right? r 





So the round two clash headed to Optus Oval, where Carlton were no doubt thrilled at 
the opportunity to build on their opening day clash at home to Perth. Well, on the field at 
least. Facing Sydney Utd in Sydney has been a trip fraught with danger over the past few 
years so Carlton would be grateful to face the defending champions on home turf for 
starters. The Carlton hierachy would also have been looking forward to building on their 
first up crowd of 5,800, but with a Lakers/Knights happening just three hours after the 
Carlton/SU match kicked off, the average Melbourne supporter would always be heading to 
Bob Jane rather than Optus Oval, and this was reflected in the Carlton attendance of 4,200. 
Perhaps Carlton hoped to attract those supporters suspecting trouble at Bob Jane. 

After all, Lakers/Knights games are rarely incident free, and with rumours of Sydney fans 
heading te both matches the big winner if there was any trouble would surely be Carlton. 


Now we wouldn't suggest for one moment that Carlton or Soccer Australia would 
engineer such an incident, but Soccer Australia in particular should explain why they would 
schedule a Melbourne derby so early in the season, and then have Sydney Utd play in 
Melbourne just three hours earlier on the same day. Especially after what occurred at 
Parramatta in May. Had SocAus forgotten what happened at the last Melbourne derby? 
Remember, they deemed it serious enough to shift the minor semi final to Olympic Park, | 


Soccer Australia must explain why Sydney United were allowed to transfer the match | 
against Carlton to Optus Oval. Tongues are tight on the matter, but surely it couldn't be | 
because United want extra home games in January to maximise the impact of their import | 
‘quest’ players, could it? And surely it couldn't have anything to do with Sydney United | 
dropping court action against SocAus, could it? | think we should be told... 





With all the talk about Iran you'd be forgiven for forgetting about another BRAZIL - December 14 
major event coming up. Without further ado we present the Studs Up No introduction necessary here, with many good judges rating this side amongst the best 


| 
: ) the world has seen since, well, probably Argentina ‘86 but possibly Brazil '70. Romario and 
1 997 Confed erations Cup Preview Ronaldo are the household names but its in the midfield that Brazil are blessed with the 
greatest array of talent for years. Try this lot; Dunga, Leonardo, Denilson, Dialminha, 
: a8 ; Juninho, Emerson, Rivaldo, Flavio Conceicao, Giovanni, Zinho... 
For the past twelve months Australia’s Worid Cup qualifying campaign has, quite . | Yep, the greatest selection headache in the history of the game. 
correctly, been the focus of Soccer Australia, the players, the media and the fans. But win, The emergence of Cafu and the consistency of Roberto Carios and goalkeeper Claudio 
lose or draw in November, Australia will be taking on some of the world’s best in December \ Taffarel has given the back half a more solid look and with Edmundo, Donizete, Paule 
when the Socceroos assemble in Saudi Arabia for the FIFA Confederations Cup tournament Nunes, Savio, Tulio, Dodo and Bebeto all looking for a spot in the line-up should the 'big 
For SocAus, the competition is a godsend. The guaranteed $500,000 was obviously a two’ need a rest, Brazil can look forward to June next year in full confidence. 


bonus (and a key factor in luring a certain coach) but the opportunity to compete with some For Australia, the clash with Brazil can be viewed two ways. Either we can stand back 





of the planet's top footballing nations will give Australia an accurate indication of exactly and admire their record and approach the match in a damage-control fashion, or we can 
where they stand in world terms. . show the world we are not afraid of playing the game's giants and as long as we can retain 

Shorily, we'll have a closer look at our Group A opponents, but first we'll dream of making possession we have little to fear. Mistakes in our own half will only cause embarassment. 
the semis and hypothesise over who we may meet up with from Group B.... The other factor of course is Brazil themselves. Occasionally they are ‘in the mood/zone’ 

i ; and when that happens, look out! Mexico saw it close up in April when they were 3-0 down 
UAE - Probably the weakest team in the group although the venue will help and they pushed after 17 minutes while Peru copped seven in 76 minutes in the Copa America semi final. 
Japan all the way in the WC qualifiers, Will fancy their chances against South Africa but no To be fair, Australia cannot hope to match Brazil when they are in that mood. Not many 
need to book the hotel for a second week. | countries can. But damage contro! would invite disaster. Hopefully, Venables can find the 
Uruguay - Fierce competitiors and a ‘good thing’ for the semis despite a poor WCq | right formula to produce a creditable result. 
campaign. Wait for the Oz journos to remember Ray Baartz and co if we're matched up. 
Czech Republic - Missed the World Cup finals by a looong way but the draw has been kind As far as we can ascertain: 
here and a semi spot awaits. Player release (Poborsky, etc) may provide a set back, | ; 
South Africa - The only team in this group to be heading for France next year, but will be Suey rae oat Pa 2: Debt RPa- ATS 
. “— on confidence after going down 0-3 to Germany in a Dusseldorf friendly the other Who's been starring?: Everyone except the goalkeeper 
ay ; Highlights: 7-0 v Peru (Copa America), 5-0 v Costa Rica (Copa America) 
| ‘ ng dea Lowlights: 2-4 v Norway (fr) 

But the immediate challenge for Australia is Group A and a first up appointment with Dark horse?: No such ting anymore 
MEXICO - December 12 

Mexicans are never happy unless they are unhappy. That is one of the few conclusions | SAUDI ARABIA - December 16 


that can be drawn from another (almost) frustrating World Cup qualifying campaign. Mexico : ‘ ae de : : 
had one of the easiest passages to the World Cup, and indeed qualified with two matches | Scisst hribéa picker! up owe points hom thet wavantawant te tavarterand = 
feRrmineng, Yes He hi vir Lae Be ee rea: a : seats ve lap ser Naira | consequently qualified for France. There were some jangled nerves in Doha when Qatar's 
0-0 home draw with the USA after the US had played a significant portion o match wi a rere : rs : cee re 

ten men. Coach Bora Milutinovic was naturally happy to dwell on the fact that Mexico had : niece na oe Segre ee eee alamo 
qualified for France, but nagging doubts remain about a team that often failed to kill off sanjor Asian events : aeROS Te ee peas 
opponents. Granted, France in June will be more welcome than say, Edmonton in October, 7 25 | : , 

Kea “4 . ae Se el ‘ ave struggled to replace Al-Dossary up front, with Fahad Mehalal and Sami Al-Jaber 
Se ietac mick GERI eM Ws ened cae fsa fis ee sk amazing failing to find the net with the same consistency. Won last year's Asian Cup but both the 
3-1 semi final loss to hosts Bolivia preceded a 1-0 win over Peru in the 3rd place match, Luis semi she Slots en hele gosiess Oras, with ine Saudis needing 2 shootoert pecially . 
Hernandez was the star with six goals to finish tournament top scorer, and hopefully Carlos ie scene lanena a ag ty bes eh tee Gis aE ow ee 
Hermosillo will be in Saudi Arabia as well, after showing good form for Cruz Azul in the ge : waate RSA toes ; pcre ; batinciks 
Mexican play-offs. Throw in Zague, and if Mexico are to make the semis - and they must Pieister is very experienced and its amazing what World Cup qualification can do for your 


certainly fancy their chances - it will be the forward line which is likely to get them there. confidence. As hosts, anything's possible. Well, maybe not. 


As far as we can ascertain: 
1997 record: P14 W9 D3 L2 F26 A7 
Quality of opposition: Fairly ordinary, no-one outside of Asia. ) 
Who's been starring?: Luis Hernandez, Carlos Hermosillo, Who s been starring?: Mohammed Al-Deayea, Fahad Mehalal, Ibrahim al-Swayed 
he ka ; : | Highlights: 6-0 v Chinese Taipei (WCq), 1-0 v Iran (WCq) 
Highlights: 6-0 v Jamaica (WCq), 5-0 v El Salvador (WCq) : salto 
Lowlights: 0-4 v Brazil (fr) | Lowlights: 1-2 v Kuwait (WCq), 0-1 v China (WCq) 
Dark horse?: Khaled al-Temawi 


As far as we can ascertain: 


1997 record: P23 W9 D10 L4 F40 A25 
Quality of opposition: 9 matches against World Cup finalists 


ee — 


Dark horse?: Benjamin Galindo 





"Tt was not my fault!” 


Rudi Gutendorf talks to Andre Kruger about Australia, Terry Venables and 
olt, oh, John Yzendoorn.... 


AK: You are now living near your hometown Koblenz and working as a fechnical director for 
the club TUS Koblenz. Does it mean that your time as a globetrotier is over? 

RG: Of course not! If! get an interesting offer, | want to take it. Even from Australia, if it is 
a first division (Ericsson Cup) club. 


AK: | think you worked in 52 different countnes as a coach. Do you sfil/ feel home in 
Gernmnany? 

RG; It's nice to come back to Germany all the time, especially if | have been away from 
home for a long time. | feel very well in my beautiful 180 year old house in Westerwald near 
my home town Koblenz. Our seven year old son Fabian goes to schoo! here and also plays 
football, as a forward. 


AK: What is the difference between Germany and Australia? 

RG: The weather in Australia is wonderful, there is not so much rain and no cold days like 
in Germany. Also the mentality of the people and the relaxed 'savour vivre’ is great on the 
fifth continent. Sometimes my wife and | are homesick for Australia. 


AR: Your time as a coach jn Australia was a long time ago. Are you still interested in 
Australian soccer? 

RG: | love Australia and the soccer there, although | had the big disappointment in 1981. 
But | also had some successful days there, and | have never forgotten these times. 


AK: Soccer Australia signed Terry Venables as their new coach. Do you think that a trainer 
of that international class can change something in Australia? 

RG: | think that Venables, a coach of great experience. can change many things. His 
positive influence is a big chance for Australian soccer. | hope and wish that he reaches 
the World Cup with his team, 


AK: Do you think that Australian soccer has got stronger in the last twenty years, or since 
you finished there? 

RG: For sure itis going upwards, because of the fantastic youth work over the years. | 
started this work together with my assistant coach Les Scheinflug. 


AK: Time for some word (name) association! Just a few words about the following people 
please. Sir Arthur George? 

A very distinguished President and a great personality. Today you don't find many people 
in the football business like him. 

Eddie Krncevic? 

One of my loveliest players, who was very successful in Europe. | selected him for the 
national team when he was only 18 years old. 

Alan Davidson? 

A great talent, who did not use the chance to do more with his career. 

John Yzendoorn? 

A player who never thanks me that! selected him for the national team, on the contrary. 
From the first day on he sabotaged my work. He was the most unpleasant player | met in 
my career as a soccer coach. 





AK: The loss against New Zealand on May 16, 19817 in Sydney (0-2), known as ‘Black 
sunday’, was one of the biggest disasters in the history of Australian soccer. What do you 
think about that game? Did you make mistakes and do you feel responsible for the 
Socceroos missing the 1982 finals? 

RG: It was not my fault. In the deciding game against New Zealand some of my top 
performance players are injured or half-injured (7). Add to this the fact that the Kiwis had 
their team of the century. Never again was a New Zealand team as strong as the one from 
1861. They had many great players, much more better than the ones from Australia. 


AK: Most of the people in Australia said that your national team was too young. What do 
you think about that today? 
RG: | put up with that. | had too may young and inexperienced players in my team. 


AK: You also had some successful games during your time in Australia, against New York 
Cosmos, CSSR, Milan and some English clubs.. 

RG: First class clubs! 

AK: But you had some people from the press and some of the coaches against you. Do 
you think that was envy or just because you weren't born in Australia? 

RG: It was out of envy! Especially from the Victoria coach at the time. Thank god that | 
forget his name, | think Mac Andrew or Andry?? (Len McKendry) He and his friend John 
¥zendoom made sabotage of my work. Yzendoorn put a little Walkman inside our team 
sessions and put things that | said ontape, Later he played a few of my wards in front of 
people fram the press, but seperate from their context. 

Another point was that many people, especially the coaches, get angry that not an English 
guy got the job of the national coach. 


AK: If you could turn back the clock would you do things differently? 

RG: | had done the best | could, day and night. | worked fanatically for the big aim, the 
World Cup. It was not possible to do more. 

"Whe does what he can, is worth to be living" (Goethe) 


AK: Even today, you still have fans in Australia. What would you like to say to them? 
RG: | have a house in Sydney (Coogee Beach) and many friends there. On the occasion of 
the interview for Studs Up | send many regards to my friends in Australia. 


AK: Mr Gutendort, thank you very much and good luck for the future. 


Aussies in Germany - from Andre Kruger 


- Ante Moric was in Germany for a trial with Bundesliga club Hansa Rostock. He had ten days 
to show how strong he is, but he failed. Coach Ewald Lienen said "Moric is not a bad player, 
but he is by far not strong enough to play in our first division. 
- After recovering from a slight injury, Paul Agostino made his debut from 1860 Munich. He 
played in the German Cup against Tus Celle, a third divsion club twenty miles from my home 
town Hannover. 1860 won easily 3-0. | was lucky enough to see him again, because 1860 had 
to play in the second round against Hannover, also from the third division. But this time the 
first division club lost sensationally 1-2. Since that day, Paul has spent most of his time on 
the bench, 
- Joe Simunic was also in Germany. The Australian (sorry, Croatian?) player trained with 
Hamburg SV and the club was delighted. They want to sign him but there was talk about 
1,000,000 marks. Hamburg's manager Bernd Wehmayer jetted to Australia in September to 
talk with the guys from the Melbourne Knights and now the rumours have seen the price drop 
to 600,000. 

I think if Australia has to lose most of their players to Europe, they have to ensure they get 
a good deal. German clubs are very rich and they have to pay a lot of money if they buy 
players from other countries. But they quite often make a large profit on the re-sale of these 
players. Unfortunately, most of the Australians that have come here have spent most of their 
time on the bench. 





THE ALAN GARSIDE STORY From Greg Stock 


Asked the question what is Australia’s oldest soccer club and most Australian soccer fans 
could peel off the answer in moments. ack Pollard’s Soccer Records’ tells us that it was the 
Granville club located in Sydney's western suburbs. Formed in 1883 and founded in 1885 
the club is no longer a part of the NSWSF competition having fallen victim to financial 
circumstances years ago, But if you were asked to name some of its greatest ever players 
the mind would strangely fall blank and who could blame you’? 

Arguably the best player to have ever been produced by the Granville club was centre- 
forward Alan Garside. During Granville's ‘golden era’ in the late 40's and 50's he was the 
focal point for the Granville attack. His father Frank was club president for eighteen years 
and Macarthur Park was later named in his honour, while younger brother Frank junior was 
the side's centre-half. 


Alan's career began in 1943 as a tearaway teenager at Macarthur Park and ended with 
the demise of the NSW soccer football association in 1958. Along the way he scored 188 
goals in a career which saw him play over 210 premiership matches and countless knockout 
and cup games. He represented the Granville district representative side and was a fixture in 
the NSW state team between 1949 and 1958. 

He represented his country 5 times against South Africa, China and the Hungarian team, 
Ferencvaros, though his international career was severely restricted with a bad leg injury. 
His ability to score goals at club or representative level was remarkable, His scoring rate per 
number of games played was a lot better than some of the so called ‘great forwards’ of the 
game that followed him years later, 


Still residing on the same block of land in the Granville district as he did when he was 
taking opposition defences to the cleaners in the 50's, Matthew Hall and | spent an evening 
with one of the great characters of the game. Over a cup of tea and a piece of cake with his 
old scrapbooks and photographs, Alan opened up and gave us a unique insight into his 
outstanding career and the ways of soccer 1950's style. 


We started off by asking him about the English tour of 1951 and the match between 
Australia and England where we were beaten 17-0. 
AG: | was there but | wasn't playing of course. Australia wasnt playing that bad. Australia 
had as much play as England but every time Australia got into England's half they attacked. 
As soon as the English goalkeeper got the ball he would kick it over the fullback's head to 
the wing. The winger would come right down bringing the fullback with him. 

They were playing the third back game where the centre half would mark the centre- 
forward, The winger would push it to the centre forward who would have the centre half out 
there. He'd beat him and draw the other fullback and there was always one or two English 
players ready fo kick it into the net. And that's what happened every time Jeft or night. 

| was standing there watching with a few blokes and | called over my father (Frank 
Garside - Granville president) and Matty McGilvray (Granville’s coach) and said “You see 
what's happening here?" So we stood and watched. We were playing the next day on the 
Sunday, and after talking to Matty again about it the next day at the game he said "We're 
playing a new style of football today”. And that is what we did that day. From there we fine- 
tuned it and that's how we won the Stafe Cup and premiership. 


MH : Using the same tactic?? 

AG : “Exactly the same tactic. | was the centre-forward and | could run, We had two 
international wingers in George Sanders and Ray Marshall. The wingers would go back 
exactly the same as the English were playing. 





The problem with the third back game was the centre forward was in all sorts of trouble 
because the centre half would stand on him all day. | used fo talk to Andy Henderson about 
it plenty of times. | said “You're just standing there - you've got to move away", buf every 
lime you moved away, everyone would be on your back saying "get back, you have got to 
get back to the centre”. That was until this happened. Matty the coach decided to play this 
new way. Anyway we played al Cessnock after playing this style a couple of weeks. Bobby 
MeKenzie was playing nght wing that day. Bobby or Ray Marshall on the left got back. | 
ended up with the ball and beat the fullback drew the centre half and was looking around to 
push it back to the inside forwards but there was nobody there, just me holding the ball. Next 
Tuesday night at training Matty the coach said to the forwards "lf you don't get there you 
won't be playing". 


GS: Did teams try to counter the style?? 
AG : “Clubs tried ail different sorts of tricks. Some of them even tried to take you out like 
‘Radioactive man’ Radnoanovic but that's another story." 


Being the first Australian side to use this new style of football to perfection Granville took 
all before them in 1951. Other teams could not counter the English style quickly and they 
either adapted to it or were beaten. They won the State Cup with a 3-0 victory in the final 
against Mayfield United and the State Premiership double with a side boasting some of 
Australia's greatest players. 

For the record that side was: Bill Henderson, Bob Lee, Bob McLelland, Andy Henderson, 
Frank Garside, Bob Wall, George Sanders, Barry Dawson, Alan Garside, Ken Vairy and Ray 
Marshall. 


| continued by asking Alan a little about his club career at Granville and the way in which 
it operated in the 1950's. 
AG : You got your jumper and socks supplied and you bought your boots and your shorts. 
What Granville did was whatever money they had left over at the end of the season was 
divided up between the players, depending on how many games you played. Everyone was 
treated equally so if you played the highest number of games in a season you got the most 
money and if you played one you got paid for that one on the same ratio. The most | ever 
got was one hundred pounds". 
Mrs Garside ; “You didn't get much at ail". 





GS : In the 1950's double-header games were common. Some sides would travel to play two 
games in two days, How did you ever back-up?? 

AG ; “How would you have any problem backing up? One weekend | did the milk run on 
Saturday morning, played on Saturday afternoon away at Woonona, did the milk run again 
on Sunday moming and then went to Newcastle and played Sunday afternoon, came back 
Sunday night to do the milk run Monday morning. We offen played two games a weekend as 
halfway through the year they would start the State Cup competition." 

GS : Did you score?? 

AG : "| scored 2 goals in each game - 2 goals in the first half”. 


In 1957 Alan played for Granville against FK Austria which boasted players like Leopold 
Baumgariner and Kari Jaros. | asked him a little about this time in soccer and the turbulence 
of the FIFA ban.... 

AG : "FK Austria were too good, just too good. They came and thought what a wonderful 
country. They had endured the trouble in Europe during the war, living on nothing and all 
that sort of thing. They came out here and saw how great it was and couldn't get back quick 
enough. itwould have been okay if they had have gone fo a club like Granville, Canterbury 
or Gladesville or the like but they didn't. There was no transfer fee and that was the problem. 
lt was a bit of a rough time." 





GS : Some of the great forwards of your day included such names as Reg Date. Did you 
ever get the opportunity to play with him in the NSW or Australian sides? 

AG: "| would have loved to have played centre-forward with Datey at inside nght, but it 
never happened, | have never seen Reg Date do anything wrong, he was just thal sort of 
player. He was only ever out there fo play football. You see some of the Australian sinkers 
of today on television missing the goal by yards, But he never did, he was just 
unbelievable. You could see him hit a ball on the volley two feet off the ground the whole 
way. He was something else. The last game Datey played for Australia was in 1953 in 
Brisbane against the Chinese and he played for Wallsend when they beat Granville 2-7 in 
the final and that was it for him" 


GS: And Len Quested from Auburn? 

AG : "Len played for HMS Golden Hind, an English servicemen's side which entered the 
competition in 1944-45, They also had a number of handy players and made life hard for 
you. Len went back to England at the end of the war and went to play for Huddersfield 
Town. He came back a few years /ater with Auburn and scored quite a few goals for them" 
GS: What about Bruce Morrow and Jackie Lennard? 

AG : "Bruce loved to score goals and when you were playing if you had the ball he wanted 
it, even if he had two blokes on him and someone else was unmarked. He was a true 
forward and just wanted to score. | played with Jack a few times for NSW and Australia. 
He was a great finisher and a great team player." 


GS : One of the best centre-halves of the era was Joe Marston. You played a lot of rep 
football with him. 

AG ; "We were playing Queensiand at Wallsend getting beat 4 to 2 at halftime. Kevin 
O'Neill was at fullback and Joe was at centre-half. Joe was captain and said to Kevin 
O'Neill that they only way we were gaing to win this is to play football from the back, 

He said don't anyone kick the bail unless you give it to someone. /t's gotta be football all 
the way. After that we ended up beating them 7 to 4. That's the kind of player Joe was. 

He was a really hard opponent but most of all he was a great player without question" 

GS : The stories of games between Granville and Joe's team Leichhardt-Annandale in the 
50's are of legendary proportions. Joe Marston, who was captain, always used to personally 
mark you. 

AG ; "It didn't matter whether we were playing at Macarthur Park or at Lambert Park, they 
would always draw a crowd and be a hard and fough game. Joe never used to like playing 
man on man against me because | was quick and | could nun. We used to play a lateral 
game and | used fo (ry and drag Joe as wide as possible so he couldn't get into the game. 
He never used to know whether to slay with you when you ran or stay in the centre. We 
used fo have some great clashes.” 


GS: Your partner in crime at Granville was Eric Hulme. 

AG : “He could score with either foot. All you had to do was give him a bit of room and that 
was it. He went on to play in England but had trouble with his ankles. Give him open space 
and he could hit it but he had trouble with the third back game, so they played him at inside 
night with me at centre forward, We played down at Macarthur Park one day and he scored 
five goals without touching the ball in the movement till he put it in the back of the net.” 


GS : Another to play for Granville was Englishman Jack Aston. 

AG : ‘Jack was based with the English army in Sydney when he approached one of the 
Granville committee in a shop in the main street fora game. He was bought down fora trial 
af Lambert Park and came on after haif-time in reserve grade when we were playing 
Leichhardt. After seeing him in action for ten minutes the coach bought him straight off and 
kept him fresh for firsts, 





He signed for us fhen and there. He went home fo England and played for Manchester United 
and when he retired they even bought him a sports store. His son also played in an FA Cup 
final later on. When Jack left Granville he gave me his boots." 

MH : Did you ever wear them? 

AG: "No they were too heavy. | always used to wear the lightest boots | could find and these 
were too damn heavy. | kept them for many years,” 


GS : And the wingers? 

AG : "We had two international wingers at Granville, George Sanders and Ray Marshall. Ray 
was one of the star juniors for Granville before Metters got him but he came back when they 
folded. He scored 178 goals in total and was very quick. Unfortunately he passed away in 
1989. George played on the right wing and could cross the ball with pin-point accuracy all day 
with ether foot" 

GS: What about your younger brother Frank 

AG : "Frank was a centre half. In his first 3 games he marked Reg Date, Frank Parsons and 
Jack Drinkwater from Cessnock. He called Datey "Mr Date" in his first game which didn't 
please Datey at all. Frank was a better player at 18 than at any other stage in his career. He 
was tipped to play for South that year but | thought it would be unlikely they would drop big 
Billy Wilson because he never played a bad game for NSW, the South or rep football at 
centre-half. They didn't drop him and unfortunately Frank missed out, Frank never let you 
down but he Jet it get to him a bit when he didn't play reps when they said he was going to." 


Alan Garside's career ended with the demise of the association in 1958. After struggling 
with leg injuries in his later years which had curtailed regular selection for the Australian side, 
he retired and never played a match on principle for the newly formed federation. 

He was made offers by other clubs including his beloved Granville but decided to stay retired 
and never looked back, Frank Garside the club president resigned his post and the club 
moved into the federation where it competed for a couple of seasons but was relegated at the 
end of the 1960 season. Younger brother Frank stayed with Granville but after a 
disagreement with selection policy he too retired in 1959 never to play another game. 


| concluded by asking Alan a little about what he thought of the game today. 
AG : "S/ - 97 is forty years and they are still getting the same crowds they did back then. 
In my day there was 45,000 at the S.C.G. in international matches. Where are they now?" MH 
: With all the promotion in the media and on television. 
AG ; "It's unfortunate that even though the standard of play has improved, the club games 
don't draw any bigger crowds than they did back in the fifties.” 


ground in F.S.Garside Park (formerly Macarthur Park). The Garside contribution to Australian 
football is immeasurable and his forward play - developed by watching English centre-forward 
Ike Clarke in 1951- was a turning point in Australian soccer. 

Although he doesn't attend any games these days he still has a keen interest in the game 
watching it on television. When the Socceroos go out onto the M.C.G. on November 28th to 
make history there will be no more proud old Socceroo than Alan. 

Although he never played a World Cup qualifier nor an international in 40 years the 
Socceroos will be carrying the hopes and dreams of former players like Alan Garside who 
gave their all for their country to carry the game to where it is today. 


Alan is now enjoying his retirement with his wife, Nita, only a few miles from his old home EP 


Ed: SU always willingly receives contributions from or about Formeroos. 
It is to our great national shame that these men are not remembered ina 
more tangible format. We hope that Soccer Australia's promise to redress 
this situation is kept in full. 


Strikers Championship Hangover 


From Anthony Fensom 


The Brisbane Strikers have awoken from their 1996/97 championship victory to discover 
that life in the Ericsson Cup isn't so easy after all. After four rounds of the new season, the 
Strikers record stood at: played 8, lost 7, won 1, 4 goals scored, 12 conceded. The Strikers, 
like most other championship winning football clubs, have discovered that staying on top Is 
a lot harder than reaching the elusive pinnacle of success. 

The pinnacle was the grand final victory on May 25, in front of 40,466 vocal supporters. 
The Strikers recent home attendance of 4,502 for the October 18 match against the 
flamboyant Perth Glory certainly seems a long way from the pinnacle. The match, on a 
windy Brisbane night, was enlivened only by a Bobby Despotovski strike after 36 minutes. 
So devoid was the match of the Strikers usual attacking flair that a fellow supporter's only 
memory of the game was an incident where a player knocked the referee over! 
(Accidentally, of course). So, what has gone wrong? 


The Strikers problems began before a ball was even kicked in the new season in of all 
places, Malaysia. Kasey Wehrman's ankle injury has meant the Young Player of the Year 
(1996/97) is yet to return to sprak the Strikers midfield. The injury woes continued with 
Wayne Knipe only recently regaining fitness. Re-signed Chris Zorocich is yet to make an 
appearance (expected to return Nov 8), and sweeper Glen Gwynne picked up an injury 
against Wollongong in the second round. To add to the medical bills, Jeremy Harris and 
Nick Meredith have also collected injuries, with both hopeful of returning in late November. 
Speedster Sean Cranney has only just recovered from pre-season injuries. 


Newly signed Andy Harper, formerly of Marconi, was awarded the Strikers captaincy with 
the departure of Alan Hunter. Harper was selected for the honour ahead of stalwart Rod 
Brown and the capable Gwynne. And similar to the current Australian test cricket captain, 
it may be said that the captaincy has not served to inspire Harper's game. ‘Over-trying’ was 
one description of his efforts recently. Picked ahead of Rod Brown in the forward line, 
against Sydney United Harper was pushed further back to allow Brown to regain his 
customary position. It can only be hoped that Harper, along with the other experienced 
players in the Strikers, quickly regains his scoring form, 

Another explanation for the Strikers lacklustre start to the 1997/98 season may be one of 
desire. Having already won the Cup, it may be difficult, even for an inspirational player- 
coach such as Frank Farina, to inspire the squad to push for back-to-back championships. 
Added to this is the fact that every other team in the NSL now wants to prove a point 


against the champions. 


Fortress Suncorp has of late become the Brisbane Tourist Park - pitch your tent in the 
penalty area. In the 1996/97 season, the Strikers lost only four matches in the whole 
season at home. In 1997/98, the Strikers are yet to even gain a point at home, losing four 
out of four home matches! 

The Strikers began the new season with great expectations. The normally disinterested 
Courier-Mail made mention of an expected 10,000 crowd for the opening match against 
South Melbourne. However, the eventual attendance of over 6,000 was still approximately 
4,500 higher than the previous season's average. Unfortunately for the new fans, South 
gave a convincing demonstration of their favouritism for the championship, dispatching the 
Strikers by 3-0 (although the last two goals were conceded in the final ten minutes). 





The Strikers bounced back the following week with a 1-0 away victory over the improved 
Wollongong Wolves, Troy Cranney settling the issue after 12 minutes. The Strikers then 
faced Perth Glory at home in the following game, with a chance to avenge last season's 1-5 
home loss. 

The crowd of 4,502 was a return to the previous season's average, in a reminder that 
the Strikers must make a greater effort if they intend to build upon the grand final victory, 
The Strikers disappointing start to the season undoubtedly would have convinced many that 
the team were not yet worthy of the 312 (adult) admission price. 

On a windy Brisbane night, crosses seemed to swerve outside the pitch with 
monotonous regularity, The Strikers attack was easily contained by the Perth defence, in 
particular the excellent Vinko Buljubasic, and it wasn't until the second half with the Strikers 
a goal behind that Rod Brown was given the opportunity to rekindle his partnership with 
Farina up front. Sadly for Brisbane, the Strikers could not find the equaliser. 

The Strikers former invincible home record had been shattered again. 


The following Round 4 clash against Sydney United in Sydney was dubbed by many as 
a re-match of the grand final. United coach David Mitchell however quickly dispelled this 
notion as after all, only three players remained of United's grand final squad! The most 
disappointing aspect of a game in which by all accounts United dominated was the crowd - 
a meagre 4,623 at the well situated Parramatta Stadium. The corresponding match in 
1996/97 brought an attendance of over 10,000. Sean Cranney scored for the Strikers after 
17 minutes, yet United equalised through Richard Plesa's specualative effort in the 42nd 
minute, a shot Strikers goalkeeper Clint Bolton will want to forget, Mitchell sealed the game 
for the home side in the 56nd minute after a goal-mouth scramble, with Brisbane's United 
hoodoo continuing. 


The Strikers next home game was against Carlton, It resulted in a 0-1 loss. Ditto the 
following week away to Adelaide City. November 15 should have seen a reprieve with a trip 
to Canberra but again the Strikers went down, this time 1-2. To top it all off, Brisbane then 
lost their sixth straight match when they hosted the Melbourne Knights. Currently last with 
only three points from eight matches, the Strikers have put themselves under an enormous 
amount of pressure, 

But all is not yet lost for the Queenslanders. With Sean Cranney recovering, Wayne 
Knipe and Kasey Wehrman returning, and Gwynne and Meredith due back in the near 
future, the Strikers have the talent to return to their rightful place near the top of the league 
table. A winning team will surely see increased attendances at Suncorp, although much 
remains to be done in the marketing department. Much more needs to be done than 
Sausage sizzles and coaching clinics. The 40,000 fans at the grand final surely have not all 
left Bosbane during the past five months! The 1997/98 season has the potential to be one 
of the most open seasons in recent years, with newcomers Carlton and Perth pushing the 
established hierachy for dominance. Ensuring the Strikers recover from their grand final 
‘hangover’ will be Frank Farina's greatest test since achieving the inaugural Queensland 
NSL championship. 


Meanwhile in the XXXX Premier League..... 

The QSF has admitted two new teams into the State's premier competition in 1988. 
Gold Coast City and Mt Gravatt have been included in a new ten team Premier 
League, the other teams being: Beenleigh, Brisbane City, Brisbane Lions, Bundaberg 
Waves, Coalstars, Rochedale, Taringa and Wynnum. 

First division north and south below the Premier League will both comprise nine clubs. 
North: Albany Creek, Easts, Grange Thistle, Mitchelton, Newmarket, North Star, Pine 
Rivers, The Gap, University of Queensland. 

South: Acacia Ridge, Capalaba, Inala, Olympic, Redlands, Rocklea, Slacks Creek, 
Souths United, Toowoomba. 





1997 NSW FINALS AND WARATAH CUP REVIEW 
by Greg Stock 


The 1997 N.S.W. soccer season is now one for the history books with Parramatta Eagles 
dominating the year and ultimately the final series. Since 1957 no club has ever won the 
Minor Premiership in all three grades and then gone on and taken the Grand Final. 

No club in any state has achieved that honour until the Parramatta Eagles did it in 1997. 
The Eagles made history in convincing fashion beating Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4-7 in the 
major semi-final and then again in the grand final 3-1. With star midfielder Gabriel Mendez in 
terrific form, the twin striker force of Petrovski and Karavatakis finding the net with regularity 
and a defence held tight by George Souris and Mark Reveley, the Eagles proved to be the 
most consistent side all year and were duly rewarded. Since moving back into the 

state league two seasons ago the Eagles have dominated the competition and are still 
harbouring plans of re-admission to the NSL at some stage down the track. The other 
finalists were Leichhardt Tigers (3rd), Blacktown City (4th) and Bankstown City (5th). 


From there it was onto a revised 6th round of the Waratah Cup. The federation decided to 
revise the draw on previous years allowing the 6th round to be contested by four groups of 
four with the first and second place getters in each group advancing to the quarter finals. 
This was a popular move amongst the NSL clubs who were looking for some hard games to 
prepare their squads for the forthcoming seasons and a bonus for the fans. The four groups 
included the six NSW NSL sides, the eight round five winners, the winner of the playoff 
between NNSW and ACT sections (which was Canberra Olympic) and a wildcard entry 
handed out to one of the losers in round five. As it turned out it was a well taken reprieve by 
Bankstown City who were beaten 5-2 by the Stanmore Hawks and who ultimately went on to 
contest the final. 

All the NSL sides, barring a disappointing Canberra Cosmos side advanced to the quarter 
finals where the winners were Bankstown over Hurstville (3-1), Wollongong over Sydney Utd 
(3-2), Marconi over Canterbury-Marrickville (2-1) and UTS Olympic over Newcastle (4-3 on 
pens). The semi-finals were played as a double header on Sept 21 at St George Stadium. 
On a wet and windy day at the former NSL venue, Wollongong easily accounted for Marconi 
in the main game (3-0) and UTS struggled to a 1-1 result after 90 mins but were beaten 2-1 
with a golden goal in extra time by Bankstown. The final a week later was played in 
Wollongong at WIN Stadium and saw the class of the Wolves prevail 2-0 in front of a very 
healthy 4,212 spectators. The Wolves had shown a great improvement on their disappointing 
second half of last season and were worthy Waratah Cup champions for the first time in the 
club's history. 


As a result of a great season we saw plenty of action in the transfer market. Parramatta 
Eagles striker and Super League top scorer Steve Karavatakis transfered to UTS Olympic as 
did Bankstown striker Stephen Eagleton, Both are potentially good NSL players and will be 
worthy acquisitions to Olympic. Ante Juric the Leichhardt Tigers sweeper was also picked up 
Olympic while his former teamate in goalkeeper Ante Covic was signed by Marconi to cover 
the departure of Bob Catlin to Olympic. Covic is only a young man but at 
aver 6ft with a great pair of hands, he is certainly one to watch out for. Wollongong have 
igned Ray Younis from Bankstown and George Souris from Parramatta to strengthen their 
,*ence while Blacktown's lively midfielder |vo De Jesus has headed south to the Cosmos to 
resurrect his NSL career, 

The NSWSF can feel well pleased with the final series and the Waratah Cup. Not only 
did we see some outstanding football by Parramatta in the final series and by Wollongong in 
the Waratah Cup but we also got to see plenty of football over the months of August and 
September to whet the appetite. The federation were duly rewarded with good crowds 
culminating in an attendance of over 5,800 at Marconi for the grand-final. The Sydney sides 
are now primed and ready for the NSL season with both Wollongong and Marconi showing 
enough in the pre-season to be considered a threat to most sides in this years NSL. 





One thing SU always tries to do is finish what it started. With that in mind.... 
Journey To The Grand Final - Part 2. by Chris Kunz 
(It seems so long ago and far away, now...) 


Friday May 23, 1997 - two days before the Grand Final - and the Courier Mail prints a 
large quarter-page Queensland Transport advertisement on its second-back page. It details 
special buses and trains as well as traffic and parking restrictions for the GF and includes a 
map of Suncorp Stadium and surrounding streets. Interestingly, their ad for State of Origin 
Rugby League, on Wednesday 28th would be bigger, but the RL would attract 12,000 less. 

Apart from the transport arrangements, the only newspaper ad was a tiny 3.5 cm x 7 cm 
Ticketek ad that appeared just once. Super League are running huge newspaper and 
regular TV ads for the inaugural "XXX Cup’ clash between State rivals Brisbane Broncos 
and North Queensland Cowboys at ANZ Stadium. That game and the AFL match between 
Brisbane Lions and Geelong at the 'Gabba will each clash with the GF on Sunday. 

On the top of the back page there is an article titled ‘Punters rally to Strikers in showdowmn' 
in which a City Index Sports spokesman says that “we've had one guy put $2,000 on Frank 
Farina (13-2) to score the first goal." [Somebody was to have a $13,000 celebration!) 


| meet up with Julian Chan, a 23-year-old university student who is an avid soccer card 
collector. He turned down the offer of a free ticket to the Super League's Tri Series last 
Monday, but has bought a GF ticket at the Northern end - along with his Uni mates. 

Julian is typical of many young soccer fans - he loves the game, but has never heard of 
ABSW, Soccer Australia Magazine, Studs Up, or listened to ABC's national News Radio, 
the best source of up-to-date soccer information. There is something fundamentally wrong 
with the way our game communicates (or fails to) with the largely converted! 


I'm relaxing during the evening, watching Burke's Backyard when | get my only sighting 
of a TV advertisement for the game - and it is brilliant! Never seen (I'm sure) in the rest of 
Australia, it has been made by Hyundai, major sponsor of the Strikers. The voice-over is a 
smooth, professional piece and if one didn't look at the screen, one would think it was an ad 
for a luxury car! Instead, the footage was of the Strikers in action. It went something like 
this: 

"It's got cruise control”... (Wehrman dribbling) , “superb handling”...{Bolton) 

“independent suspension”...(Wehrman's celebratory flip) , “ABS braking’...(Gwynne? 

tackle) “and a magnificent finish!"...(Farina) 

.. The Brisbane Strikers...Eneeson Cup Final...Sunday 3om...Hyundai - the drive 

behind the Sinkers!" 

Simply the best soccer ad | have seen. 


Saturday moming brings a front page photo of Farina and son under one of the great 
racehorse Octagonal and the heading "Winning double for sports fans”. The third-back 
page is all soccer but for a Broncos ad in the lower left: A Monday to Thursday diary by 
skipper Alan Hunter (plus photo); a comparison of the teams; Culina denying he had led a 
campaign to denegrate Brisbane; and lastly an article (plus photo) focusing on 33-year-old 
midfielder Gary Phillips, who admits that Farina has told the younger players that this may 
be their only chance to win a medal! 

| reflect on the fact that this may be my only chance to see an EC Grand Final. As | drag 
myself off to work, clouds start to clear after heavy overnight rain. 

The evening news bulletins all preview the game while the ABC newsreader finishes with 
the exhortation "Go Strikers!". There is a real feeling that just about the whole city and State 
are behind the team. I'm beginning to believe I'm in football heaven! 





Sunday dawns and any clouds have scuttled off to sulk like the protagonists of Super 
League once their vision began to unravel. I'm up early (as usual) to grab The Sunday Mail 
and there is the real football, front, back and in between. The paper heralds a “Grand Final 
Special” with a colour front page photo of Kasey Wehrman with soccer ball being hugged 
by his (single) mother. Page 2 tells all that Kasey has 7 brothers and sisters! 

| turn to the back (Sports) page. | see the banner headline 'Pray For A Miracle’. | am 
about to turn inside when | realise that the four colour photos underneath show Wayne 
Knipe's training injury occurring and a larger one of Wayne (the 'teenage soccer star’) being 
led off to hospital. 

Inside there is a full page souvenir cartoon poster of the team, another full page analysis 
of the two teams by Johnny Warren; yet another full page of GF news; and even Farina’s 
legs and boots shown in a comparison of the boots stars of the various codes wear. Wow! 
This is Aussie football heaven! 


| am picked up by my friend (Trevor) and his girlfriend (Di). We drive to Fairfield Railway 
Station. We leave his car in the deserted Coles carpark - | half expect not to see it again. 
lt is just after midday and the whole city seems quiet, but as | step off the overhead 
walkway on to the Fairfield platform, a teenage girl yells out from the other side of the tracks 
(after spotting my Strikers T-shirt) "Go Sydney United!" and laughs. She may have been a 
League fan, but at least she knew about the biggest game in town. 

The train meanders to a halt and we climb aboard. | look through the carriage - 
everybody looks pensive and nobody seems likely to acknowledge my Strikers T-shirt. | 
begin to wonder if anyone else is going to the soccer after all - but notice a couple of 
teenagers rows apart wearing British soccer shirts... maybe a couple of others, | muse. 


Roma St Station is reached quickly and just about everyone gets out...o4 mmm, could be 
positive..,] notice more shirts spill from other carriages. The crowd seems to be moving as 
one. About a dozen tall young men, most in Croatian national team shirts surge past 
confidently, Trevor, Di and | duck back to pay for our tickets. | peer through the grill to see a 
Rochdale Rovers shirt wearer smiling back - | hope he got to the game. 

We move to a platform awaiting the next train for Milton. Soon we are joined by more 
and more soccer shirts from all round the world, as well as my first sighting of other Strikers 
ones, Out from the gathering throng struggles a bemused long-haired lout wearing a 
Broncos Super League shirt, accompanied by an equally proletarian girlfriend. The whole 
platform turns and glares at them as they retreat in shock and isolation down the platform 
edge. There was utter silence, but the gathering seemed to scream in unison “This is our 
town now!”, 


We pour from the train at Milton like coins in a big pokie payout - | now realise the real 
winner is...the real football! The crowd squeezes along the pavement walkways like cream 
squirted from an icing bag - could Brisbane have its cake and eat it too, | ponder. 
| stare out over the sea of gathering crowd, traffic jam, police, cordoned off roads, lines of 
buses and realise that my first wish for this GF is coming true - it is going to be one hell of a 
crowd! 

| temporarily shelve my first serious hopes for a Brisbane victory - after all, one can't be 
too greedy... the gate attendant grabs my ticket and is about to tear it with little finesse, 
when | explain | am from Canberra and could he please leave the ticket in a state worthy of 


& my ticket collection album. He smiles and obliges - nice people these Queenslanders. 


After purchasing the GF program, we worm our way up then down stairs to our third row 
from fence seats, in line with the penalty area edge, on the camera side, 

| glance through an issue of ‘The Farr Post’, bought from a young lady who was calling 
out its title followed by the words "Queensland's Studs Up!" - you are famous Kevin - and 
read the official program. 





The band GANGajang were belting out their hit"... This is Australia!" as a human crust 
started to develop on the upper fringe of the Suncorp Stadium pie. A very small segment 
(much smaller than we all thought) was occupied by Sydney United supporters. There may 
have been two hundred of them, but fittingly, their position (at 45 degrees behind the goal 
near me, but on the far side) was overlooked by two specially positioned police cameras. 
Suncorp Security ringed the field, but were particularly concentrated in front of the SU mob, 
at the bottom of the terracing. Contrary to most post-match stories, they were needed. 


Before kick-off the team mascots Puma and Thor came down from the cloudless sky, 
tandem parachuting into the packed cauldron. | had met Thor (Paul in real life) a year or so 
before, when the Strikers had played in Canberra, so called out to him from the fence as he 
made his way around the pitch stirring up the crowd. He generously came over and the 
cheer leaders for far-flung but brotherly clubs greeted each other. | promised him | would use 
my voice to help him, and the Strikers. He said that the jump had been his first, but had been 
unbelievable. 

The teams came out and a roar thundered out each time the Strikers squad reached a 
sideline on their warm-up sprints across the field. Spectators had climbed up the rock wall 
behind the goal to my left - soon there was no space to be seen - this was a full house’ The 
real football 1 v other shameful attempts to imitate 0! 

Near kick-off a SU supporter throws a flare - about 3 minutes later (no doubt aided by the 
police cameras) a line of burly security men march up into the SU lot, Despite typical but this 
time failed attempts by some to stir up resistance a SU fan in a navy blue and red shirt is 
matched off. He was to be the first of about ten SU supporters taken away - each led around 
the base of the hill to the derison of the massed pro-Brisbane throng, This was how security 
should act - in numbers and tough. 


My repeated (but only occasionally successful) attempts to get the crowd around me 
chanting, drew a loud suggestion from ane staid fellow that the recently arrived Samba band 
and | decamp to the other side of the stadium. There were many in the crowd not soccer 
regulars - the man and his son to my left were Rugby Union followers at their first soccer 
game - but they rose to their feet like the rest of us, with each goal. 

It was this celebratory scene that was captured by a Courier Mail photographer for the 
colour centre spread comparing the games of the various codes, the next day. | glanced at 
the photo, hoping that those in it looked ‘Australian’. The big cat-like bearded character on 
the left, with arms raised, looked pretty ocker, | thought - hey that is me! 

Also a front page photo of Farina with Danny Wright (and then with the Cup, underneath) 
and the headline ‘Frank's soccer fairytale comes true’, Then there is the first three pages of 
Sport and the centrespread - the ‘Mail has finally done the game justice! 


| have seen most of the really big games in this country since the early sixties, including 
South Korea WC Qual 1973 at the Sydney Sports Ground; New York Cosmos 1978 at the 
Sydney Showground; Israel WC Qual 1989 at the SFS and Argentina 1993 at the same 
venue - all memorable occasions before overflow crowds - but none could compare to the 
EC Grand Final | had just experienced. The whole build-up, game and result had been 
extraordinary. | felt that my team had won the EC - rather than finished bottom, and shared in 
the pride all Queenslanders felt for their team. 

A large Queen Street Mall ad in the ‘Mail a few days later was emblazoned with the words 
‘Come Hail Our Heroes’. In smaller print it stated: 


If is not every day you get to meet superstars, but today you can. 
Because Brisbane's history-making Strikers soccer team will be appearing 
and signing autographs at the Queen St Mall Top Stage from 1pm today. 
So come and meet a legend in your lunch break," 


There was a feeling that a page had been turned and that all Australia, not just the 





supporters of one ethnic club, were starting to take our game to their hearts - let us hope 
there is much more great reading to come! 








Does this REALLY matter? 


SEPTEMBER 

25 - South Melbourne legend Micky Petersen announces his retirement after close season 
surgery failed to heal chronic knee problems. Petersen will remain with the club in the role 
of team manager. 

26 - Victorian Joey Frank Bazzano is rumoured to be trialling with Italian giants Parma. 
Referees boss Gary Power announces that Australia will nominate Gerry Connolly, Simon 
Micallef and Brett Hugo to FIFA for full international badges. Eugene Brazzale and Eddie 
Lennie are Australia’s only two current referees with FIFA badaes. 

26 - Gippsland Falcons announce Jim Kourtis will captain the team this year. Manny Gotis 
and Will Hastie will be vice captains. 


OCTOBER 

1 - Australia does the business in Tunisia, but already there are gqrumbles from club bosses 
over player release. Rangers' Walter Smith and Southampton's Dave Jones are the two 
noisiest. Another problem for Venables is the death threat he received just prior to the 
game. The caller was blunt. Stop picking Croatian (based) players or you will be killed, 

2 - Carlton announce a multi-million dollar sponsorship deal with Parmalat. As wellasa 
cash injection, the company promises to add a couple of Brazilians to the Blues line-up later 
in the season. 

3 - The Ericsson Cup kicks off with Newcastle hosting West Adelaide for the second 
successive season, Last year it was 6-1 with Jason Bennett nabbing a hat-trick. This year, 
4-2 with Clayton Zane scoring three, and John Kosmina claiming Zane will be ready for 
Europe by the end of the season. 

4 - History is made as Carlton kick off, and they celebrate with a 2-1 home win over Perth 
Glory in front of about 6,000 spectators. Dunno about that cricket pitch though.... 

5 - Fifteen year-old Year 10 student Nick Carle scores a dramatic late winner for UTS in the 
derby with Marconi. 

8 - David Hill tries to put an end to the Socceroos ‘first/business class’ saga by saying the 
players are quite entitled to pay for an upgrade out of their earnings, suggesting each 
squad member will receive $80,000 if they make it to France. 

9 - Sydney United are willing to tell anyone who'll listen that they are looking to attract Eric 
Cantona for some guest matches early in the new year. 

10 - Raul Blanco is expecting to face the UAE on November 22/29. Um, not quite Raul... 
11-A very sad day for soccer as British tourist Hayden Wederall, 26, is bashed at the 
Darling Harbour Casino while watching the Italy v England World Cup qualifier. He later 
dies in hospital. Police investigations lead them to Pascoe Vale Soccer Club in Melbourne 
where eight players had organised their own end-of-season trip to Sydney. Steve Risteski, 
22, is charged with malicious assault causing grievous bodily harm and affray and is 
remanded in custody while four teammates are charged with similar offences and bailed, 
12 - Samson Siasia scores after only eight minutes but Adelaide City storm home to a 4-1 
win in Perth. One news report suggests a police officer was injured during a brawl between 
spectators. South Melbourne throw away a two goal lead to draw with the Knights. 

17 - Melbourne Knights’ Friday Night experiment is a disaster with only 2,845 in attendance. 
18 - Newspaper reports suggest Terry Venables has turned down an approach from 
Benfica. The offer was apparently close to one million pounds a year. 

19 - A bad night for Manny Gotis who scores an own goal and then gets sent off in the 
Falcons’ 0-3 loss to UTS Olympic at the SFS. Meanwhile Tony Labbozzetta is re-elected 
Marconi president after being forced to relinquish the reins earlier this year by the NSW 
Licensing Court. There's even rumours of him running for election at SocAus level again! 





20- Sydney United and SocAus finally seem to have settled their differences with an out-of- 
court settlement which sees Utd pay the $30,000 fine and SocAus drop the $50,000 bond. 
21 - Socceroo Kevin Muscat leaves Crystal Palace and heads to Wolverhampton 
Wanderers as part of a swap deal involving Jamie Smith. 

23 - Terry Venables says England can win the World Cup next year. No doubt at all, he 
says. Melbourne Major Events chief Ron Walker reckons Melbourne is unlikely push for 
Australia to bid for the 2010 World Cup Finals. Sepp Blatter is still keen though... 

24 - Sydney United exact partial revenge for last year’s grand final defeat with a 2-1 win 
over Brisbane at Parramatta. South Melbourne pick up Frank Catalano on a free transfer. 
25 - Carlton announce they have arrived in the national leaque with a convincing 3-1 win 
over Adelaide City. Not-so-big John Markovski is the hero with two goals. 

26 - Perth Glory come from two goals down to defeat Melbourne Knights 3-2 in Perth. 

28 - Soccer Australia advises that all former senior national team players will be invited to 
attend the MCG World Cup match on November 29. 

30 - More Venables rumours from England - this time he’s heading to Liverpool! 

31 - Lance Picioane, son of former Socceroo Joe Picioane, is drafted by AFL club Adelaide 
Crows. 


NOVEMBER 

2 - Nasty scenes at Somers St where Sydney United captain-coach David Mitchell is sent 
off after just 28 minutes following a clash with Andrew Marth and Alan Davidson. Sydney 
United assistant coach laurie McKinna is adamant he knows what happened -"... one was 
an elbow and one was a fist to the face when the ball was dead". "He spat in my face" 
retorts Davidson. Okay boys, calm down... 

Over in England, Terry Venables, writing in his column in the News of the World, calls for 
the abolition of offside, a sin-bin, two referees and a ban on goalkeepers leaving the 
eighteen yard box 

3- Wolverhampton Wanderers’ Steve Corica is ruled out for the rest of the season after 
undergoing a knee reconstruction. 

4 - Alan Davidson is cited lo appear before the tribunal (see above). 

6 - Venables announces a 26 man squad for the two match play-off with our ‘mystery 
opponent’ One unhappy vegemile is Middlesbrough's Mark Schwarzer who suggests 
Portsmouth's Zeljko Kalac is under-prepared. Schwarzer's club boss Bryan Robson goes in 
to bat for him 4s well, but most observers see Mark's comments as sour grapes. 

7 - South Melbourne spank the Adelaide Sharks 4-1 but Sydney United go top of the table 
with a 2-0 win over Newcastle 

8 - Carlton miss thew chance to go back to the top when they are held 1-1 at home by the 
Melbourne Knights Gilol a reunion this one, with Marusic, Lapsansky, Markovski, Bacak 
and Cervinski all lining up against their old club. 

9 - Wollongong follow up last week's 3-0 win at Olympic with a 5-1 home win over Marconi. 
Oh yeah, Bristane lose again, This time at Norwood Oval. Plenty of action off the park as 
well with UTS Olympic members unable to decide which consortium they would like to 
takeover the club. It seems it is down to two: the Eastern Suburbs rugby league club and a 
bid from stockbroker and cigar-smoker extraordinaire Rene Rivkin. Possibly good news for 
Aurelio Vidmnar as word filters through that Tenerife have sacked coach Victor Femandez, 
who had been in charge since the close season. 

11 - Gippsland continue to deny they are about to exit tha national league. Many people 
see it as their last season, but general manager Ray McCluskey is determined. “There is no 
way we will be folding... it just wan't happen" he tells Ray Gatt. 

12 - David Hill's nightmare comes closer to reality as it becomes clear we will be visiting 
either Tokyo or Tehran, 

16- Abbas Saad hits a rare hat-trick as Sydney United dump Olympic 3-0 at the SFS to 
remain unbeaten at he top of the table. 





BULLETIN BOARD 


November 29 - See you at the Cricketers... 
Thanks to all of you who rang/wrote over the past month in support of the Cricketers 
Arms meeting place. Discussions continue with the management over what can be 
organised, but it appears that a street barbie is a distinct probability, with the possibility 
of other incentives to make a day of it. If you're coming to Melbourne, make sure you 


drop in for a yarn. It's on Punt Rd, three minutes stagger from the 'G'. 


Look out for.... 
NOVEMBER 


28 - South Melbourne host Wollongong if any interstate visitors are interested... 
29 - The BIG one - part 2 (MCG) 


DECEMBER 
FIFA Confederations Cup 
12-Mexico v Australia 14-Australiay Brazil 16 - Saudi Arabia v Australia 
19 - Semi Finals 21 - Final + 3rd place 
Nah, enough of this. It's time to grab one last handful of mud. 





Is this the worst programme ever? We have a right to know. 

The piece of rubbish UTS Olympic called a match programme for the opening 
match of the season can only be described as insulting. 16 pages of flimsy paper 
which contains the usual slab of ads and bugger all reading, you know the sort of 
thing. To think that this sort of thing is produced for a national league club in 
Australia in the 1990s may give clues as to how club officials actually view the 
intelligence of their supporters. 

Does it get any worse? Well, for the round 3 clash UTSO served up a 24 page job 
which was thickened out with a few photos (no captions!) and a few more adds but 
they obviously struggled to fill it out far enough because page 23 was blank! Most 
other normal thinking people would have at least put the word 'autographs' at the 
top to at least try and fool the kids. 

But seriously, it is time a concerted effort was made to embarrass the clubs into 
producing something decent. Or at least half decent. If you can come up with a 
worse programme than the current UTS programme, we'd love/hate to see it. If not, 
UTSO can expect some sort of award (!) in their Christmas mail. 


And speaking of Christmas... 

SU makes an excellent Christmas present, and our (hopefully) celebratory 
Christmas issue can be in your loved one's stocking before the big day. 
Go on, support Australia's most fearless independent soccer publication. 
Better still, send in a contribution with your cheque. 

It always beats what we read in the mainstream press! See ya next month..... 








